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   Each year upon adjournment of the General Assembly, the legislation written on in Eye on the Legislature is revisited to present to readers what took place – the bill was passed by the legislature and sent to the Governor for his action – signed, vetoed or allowed to become law without his signature. There is also the possibility of the bill being postponed  indefinitely (killed) sometime during its trip through the legislative process.
   House Bill 15-1029, signed by Governor Hickenlooper on March 20th, broadens the availability of telemedicine to Coloradans by removing the previous applicable population restriction of 150,000 or fewer residents, provided the care can be  appropriately delivered through telemedicine and the county has the technology necessary for care delivery via telemedicine. Health care services provided through telemedicine must meet the same standard of care as is required for in-person care.
   House Bill 15-1029 was postponed indefinitely (killed) on February 4th. HB 1029 would have required that sign(s) be posted (clear and obvious) with specific language and information on the dangers of marijuana to a fetus at medical marijuana centers. The bill also contained a prohibition that a medical marijuana center agent or employee shall not recommend medical marijuana to a pregnant woman.
   Senate Bill 15-032 was postponed indefinitely on April 14th. Passage would have meant a law-abiding person would be able to carry a concealed handgun without a permit, but contained an exception that current restrictions on carrying of concealed handguns on certain property including school grounds would have been preserved.
    House Bill 15-1011 was also postponed indefinitely early in the session, January 29th. Marking a ballot in a way that allows it to be identified later or for any person to induce a voter to reveal how he or she voted will remain illegal, but HB 1011 would have restricted the scope on voters revealing the contents of their ballot to election officials and other persons who, in the course of their official duties obtain knowledge of how a person voted and reveal this information.
   House Bill 15-1052, signed by the Governor on March 11th, amends the requirements for a member of the military to become eligible for a grant from the Military Family Fund – thus, all members of the Colorado National Guard subject to active military duty are eligible for a grant from the Military Family Relief Fun, whether voluntarily or involuntarily mobilized.
   House Bill 15-1062 requires assessment of a fine against any offender convicted of the crime of animal fighting in the amount of $1,000 for the first offense and at least $5,000 for the second and subsequent offenses. The bill was signed by the Governor on March 18th. Previously, assessment of a fine was at the discretion of the courts.
   House Bill 15-1085 was postponed indefinitely on January 29th. The bill would have allowed counties to publish an expenditure report each month and a financial statement twice a year on the county website or in a local newspaper. Current law requires counties to publish certain expenditures in at least one legal newspaper.  
   Senate Bill 15-040, postponed indefinitely, is one of several bills this session  on clarifying issues on retail marijuana, and would have meant counties had the authority to levy a voter-approved special sales tax on retail marijuana, and if approved,  counties would have had to administer the voter-approved taxes on retail marijuana.
   House Bill 15-1049, postponed indefinitely on February 3rd, would have added “a place of business to the locations that may be defended with deadly physical force and specified that an owner, manager or employee of a business is immune from criminal prosecution and civil liability for defending a place of business using deadly force” if the conditions are met as set forth in Section 18-1-74.5 of the Colorado Revised Statute.
   House Bill 15-1050, postponed indefinitely on February 3rd, would have removed the requirement that anyone who is not a licensed gun dealer require a criminal background check and approval of the Colorado Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in order to transfer a firearm to another person. The requirement for the CBI to impose a fee for conducting an instant criminal background check for the transfer of a firearm would also have been repealed if HB 1050 passed.
   House Bill 15-1072, signed by the Governor on April 24th, broadens the language on regulations for internet electronic harassment to include both direct and indirect communications and language directed toward a person through the various communication methods set forth in the Colorado Revised Statutes.  Several types of communications are covered, including the intent to “harass, threaten bodily injury or property damage or make obscene comments, requests or suggestions that are made by telephone, telephone network, data network, text message, instant message, computer, computer network or computer system.”
   House Bill 15-1092, signed by the Governor on April 8th, expands the filing requirements that special districts must file with the Department of Local Affairs.  Examples:  certain resolutions in its annual budget filing, changes the responsibility for electronically posting special district election results from the Secretary of State to the Department of Local Affairs and various other special district matters.
   Senate Bill 15-042 was postponed indefinitely on February 10th, and would have required those who witness or have knowledge of the abandonment, mistreatment or neglect (abuse) of an animal must report the abuse to the animal's owner or law enforcement with 48 hours, with failure to do so or knowingly filing a false report being punishable as a class 2 misdemeanor.
   House Bill 15-1070, signed by the Governor on March 29th, changes the way the distribution of crime profits is made in Colorado, the most significant being that money from crime profits first be applied to any unpaid order of restitution; after a restitution order is satisfied, crime profits are to be distributed to the identified victims on a pro rata basis. The bill also specified that if all victims are not known or cannot be located, any remaining money after a restitution order is satisfied must be held in an escrow account by the Crime Victim Services Board for the benefit of victims.
   House Bill 15-1119, postponed indefinitely on February 26th, would have provided for the compensation of a royalty owner when a local ordinance resolution or other policy prohibited the practice of hydraulic fracturing to recover oil and gas within a local government's jurisdiction, and would have made local government liable to the royalty owner for the value of royalties not received due to the prohibition.
   Senate Bill 15-058, signed by the Governor on April 16th, the bill requires all Colorado law enforcement agencies to adopt written policies and procedures regarding eyewitness identifications that meet specific criteria and to submit the information to the Peace Officers Standards and Training Board by July 2016. Those law enforcement agencies choosing not to adopt agency-specific policies are required to adopt and use model policies developed by the Attorney General's Office and the Colorado District Attorney's Council. Development of such written policies and procedures will benefit Colorado by improving accuracy of eyewitness identification and strengthen the criminal justice system.
   Senate Bill 15-114, postponed indefinitely on February 18th, the provisions of the bill prohibited a county government from using eminent domain (condemnation) for the acquisition of property for parks, recreation, open space, conservation or for similar purposes. Also prohibited by the bill was a county providing funding to any public or private party for the acquisition of condemnation of similar properties.
   Senate Bill 091, postponed indefinitely on April 23rd, would have lowered the maximum period for a legal action against any construction professional (architect, contractor, builder, builder vendor, engineer or inspector) performing or furnishing the design, planning, supervision, inspection construction, or observation of construction of any improvement to realty property from 8 years to 4 years.
   House Bill 15-1078 was signed by the Governor on March 20th, and changes the reporting procedures for walk away or escape placement for youth in custody of the Department of Human Resources. Missing youth in the legal custody of the county or department of human or social services now have to be reported to law enforcement immediately, but no later than 24 hours after the disappearance, and must also be reported to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for entry into the National Crime Information Center database.
   Senate Bill 15-069, postponed indefinitely on April 21st, would have repealed certain provisions of the “Job Protection and Civil Rights Enforcement Act of 2013.” That Act allowed for pursuit of damages in court by any employee who proved to the Colorado Civil Rights Division, workplace discrimination on the basis of disability, race creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, religion, age, national origin or ancestry. The remedies available to a worker was equitable relief (reinstatement) or an award of back  and prospective earnings.
   Senate Bill 092, postponed indefinitely on March 5th, the bill would have pitted Colorado against federal performance standards for carbon emissions from electric utilities. SB 092 would have prohibited submission of a state implementation plan (SIP) for the reduction of carbon emissions to the Environmental Protection Agency without various hearings conducted by the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (PUC), a joint assessment by the PUC and Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment on issues including utility rates, employment, economic development and the state's competitive position, and adoption of the SIP by the General Assembly by a vote of two-thirds in both houses.
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
